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brother in counsel and in arras. Bub William is loth to
expose John to the risks which all the other brothers
met by night and day. " IIoav can wo venture to lose
the last stay of our house 1 Is it not indispensable to
have at any rate one left to maintain relations \vith the
princes of Germany, ami the other sovereigns and cities?
No one can do this office better than you, from the
entire love you bear our just cause, and also from your
intimate knowledge of all our negotiations and all airs."
Over and over again the Prince will not sutler .John to
run the risks which were the very breath of life to Louis.
He insists on his renouncing a perilous journey. " .It
Avould be the greatest disaster which could befall our
House if any untoward accident befall you, which may
God avert!" " Do not hesitate to open letters addressed
to me. Your love for mo and the absolute confidence
between us make mo feel that I cannot have any secrets
from you."
Accident removed him from the fatal field of Mook-
heath, so that John did not share the doom of Louis and
Henry. He alone of the five brothers lived out his life,
and died in honour and peace at the ago of seventy.
William Frederick, a grandson of John, married Agnes, a
grand-daughter of William, and from them lias descendod
the royal House of Holland, so often allied to our own
and other royal houses of Europe. John had neither
the genius nor the iron tenacity of William, nor had ho
the chivalrous enthusiasm of his younger brothers. Hut
ho was an affectionate, true-hearted, religious man, of
sterling good sense, homely wit, and honourable nature.
A fine portrait in later life records his outer man as that
of a stalwart, honest, solid German chief, somewhat

